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On behalf of all Insolvency Institute of Canada members, the IIC Board of Directors extends our 
deepest condolences to the family and friends of The Hon. Philippe Bélanger who passed away the 
morning of December 12th after a valiant fight with cancer. 
 
A graduate from the Université de Montréal (1988) and Oxford University (1991) Philippe became a 
member of the Barreau du Québec in 1989. He articled at the Supreme Court of Canada from 1989 
to 1990, serving as a law clerk for the Right Honourable Antonio Lamer and spent his career at 
McCarthy Tétrault in Montreal before being called to the Bench in 2020. Philippe also inspired 
generations of future practitioners, teaching bankruptcy law, insolvency and restructuring at the 
Université de Montréal for 25 years.  
 
Philippe joined the IIC in 2003, serving on many committees over the years, including the Emerging 
Issues & Law Reform Committee, the Nominating Committee, the Strategic Planning Committee and 
the Intervention Committee, among others. In 2010, he was elected to the Board of Directors, was 
appointed secretary in 2012, became vice-president in 2014 and served as president from 2016-
2018. He became an Honorary Member in 2023 at a special celebration held at the Museum of 
History in Ottawa, ON. 
 
His contributions to the profession were extensive. He was the author of two books and countless 
articles on restructuring and insolvency and in 2018 he received the designation of Advocatus 
Emeritus (Ad. E.) from the Barreau du Québec.  
 
Philippe was also a member of the Canadian delegation on UNCITRAL Working Group V - 
Insolvency Law, a delegation that included among others, his friends Paul Morrison, Innovation 
Science and Economic Development, Dr. Janis Sarra and Chief Justice Geoffrey Morawetz. 
 
“It was in Vienna while attending the UNCITRAL Insolvency Working Group sessions that I really got 
to know Philippe. His intellect combined with his personality attracted many friends in that 
environment. He quickly established himself as a true expert in the area and his contributions to the 
Working Group were many,” recalls Chief Justice Morawetz.  
 
“It is trite to say that when Philippe spoke (either in French or English) - the room listened, and his 
suggestions often found there way into the UNCITRAL text. It is with sadness that he passed on the 
eve of the sixty-fifth session of the Working Group being held in Vienna - a project and a city that he 
enjoyed. He will be missed.” 
 
Outside of the profession, Philippe’s many passions included running, literature, music and 
philanthropy and his greatest joy came from sharing those passions with his friends and family. He 
ran close to 20 marathons including the Boston Marathon five times, along with completing major 
races in New York, Chicago, London, Berlin and Tokyo.  
 



He volunteered for many years with the Montreal International Literary Festival and loved to 
randomly send his friends books that would arrive without note or explanation but would lead to 
great discussions the next time they met.   
 
He was the co-founder of a charitable organization, the Welcome Collective, to help vulnerable 
asylum seekers. In 2022 he started the private Welcome Collective Benefit Concert featuring many 
talented musicians that he joined onstage, an experience he called “joyful and luminous.”  He had a 
great sense of humor and had the rare ability to laugh at his own foibles. 
 
For those lucky enough to know him, Philippe was an incredible friend and a great human being who 
enriched the lives of those around him. His family was his greatest pride and his love for them was 
immense. He is survived by his beloved partner of over 40 years, Stéphanie, and their three 
cherished children, Alexis, Thomas, and Marianne.   
 
 


